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H. R. 1450 


To amend the Reli^ous Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 to protect chll 
rights and othenuse prevent meaningful harm to third parties, and 
for other purposes. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Febrilvry 28, 2019 

Mr. Kennedy (for himself, Mr. Scott of Virginia, Mrs. Demings, Ms. 
DeGette, Ms. Speier, Ms. Norton, Mr. Hastings, Miss Rice of New 
York, Mrs. DingeUj, Mr. CoilEN, Mr. BSP.^\ILU1T, Ms. DeLaiiro, Mr. 
Smith of AYashington, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Kilvnna, Ms. Meng, Mr. 
Smtumtiijj of California, Mr. Kilmer, Mr. Quigley, Ms. McCollum, 
Ms. Jackson Lee, Mr. Krishnuuioorthi, Mrs. Beatty, Mrs. AAMtson 
COLE liLVN, Ms. AATld, Mr. PiWETTA, Ms. BrownIjEY of California, Mr. 
Moulton, Mr. McBachin, Mr. Pocan, Mrs. N^vpolitano, Ms. Scily 
KOWSICY, Mr. SERRiVNO, Mrs. Lamtsence, Mr. Rasihn, Mr. AA^ELCH, Ms. 
BoNiVMici, Mr. N^vdler, Mr. Sean Patrick M^uoney of New York, 
AIs. Porter, Mr. IAHjLONE, Ms. Cuvrk of Massachusetts, Mr. 
IIUFFRLVN, Mr. DeF^VZIO, Mr. BLUMENAITER, Mr. L^UIB, Ms. ScANIjON, 
Mr. Kind, Ms. Vel^vzquez, Mr. Rush, Mr. Schiff, Air. AIcGoyern, 
and AIs. ILyHj^vnd) introduced the following bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciaiy 


A BILL 

To amend the Religions Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 
to protect civil rights and otherwise prevent meaningful 
harm to third paiTies, and for other puiposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 




2 


1 SECTION 1, SHORT TITLE, 

2 This Act may be cited as the “Do No Harm Act”. 

3 SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

4 It is the sense of Congress that— 

5 (1) the Religions Freedom Restoration Act of 

6 1993 should not be interpreted to authorize an ex- 

7 emption from generally applicable law that imposes 

8 the religions views, habits, or practices of one party 

9 upon another; 

10 (2) the Religions Freedom Restoration Act of 

11 1993 should not be interpreted to authorize an ex- 

12 emption from generally applicable law that imposes 

13 meaningful harm, including dignitary harm, on a 

14 third party; and 

15 (3) the Religions Freedom Restoration Act of 

16 1993 should not be interpreted to authorize an ex- 

17 emption that permits discrimination against other 

18 persons, including persons who do not belong to the 

19 religion or adhere to the beliefs of those to whom the 

20 exemption is given. 

21 SEC. 3. EXCEPTION FROM APPLICATION OF ACT WHERE 

22 FEDERAL LAW PREVENTS HARM TO OTHERS. 

23 Section 3 of the Religions Freedom Restoration Act 

24 of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb-l) is amended by adding at 

25 the end the following: 


•HR 1450 IH 



3 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


“(d) Additional Exception From Application 
OF Act Where Federaij Laaa^ Preah^nts Harm to 
Others. —This section does not apply— 

“(1) to any proATsion of law^ or its implementa¬ 
tion that proATdes for or reqnires— 

“(A) protections against discrimination or 
the promotion of eqnal opportunity including 
the Cml Rights Act of 1964, the Americans 
AATtti Disabilities Act, the Family Medical Leave 
Act, ExecntAe Order 11246, the Violence 
Against Women Act, and Equal Access to 
Housing in HUD Programs Regardless of Sex¬ 
ual Orientation or Gender Identity (77 FR 
5662); 

“(B) employers to pirndde AA^ages, other 
compensation, or benefits including leaA^e, or 
standards protecting collective acthlty in the 
AA'orkplace; 

“(C) protections against child labor, abuse, 
or exploitation; or 

“(D) access to, information about, refer¬ 
rals for, proATsion of, or coA^erage for, any 
health care item or sendee; 

“(2) to any term requiring goods, sendees, 
functions, or actEdties to be performed or proAdded 
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1 to beneficiaries of a government contract, grant, co- 

2 operative agi’cement, or other award; or 

3 “(3) to the extent that application would result 

4 in denwng a person the full and equal enjojmient of 

5 a good, sendee, benefit, facility, privilege, advantage, 

6 or accommodation, pro\dded by the government.”. 

7 SEC. 4. CLARIFICATION OF PRECLUSION OF LITIGATION 

8 BETWEEN PRIVATE PARTIES. 

9 (a) Purpose. —The purpose of the amendment made 

10 by subsection (b) is to clarify the applicability of the Reli- 

11 gions Freedom Restoration Act of 1993, as enacted. 

12 (b) Preclusion. —Section 3(c) of the Religions 

13 Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (42 IJ.S.C. 2000bb- 

14 1(c)) is amended, in the first sentence, by striking “judi- 

15 cial proceeding” and all that follows and inserting “judi- 

16 cial proceeding to which the government is a party and 

17 obtain appropriate relief against that government.”. 

18 SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS. 

19 Section 5 of the Religions Freedom Restoration Act 

20 of 1993 (42 IJ.S.C. 2000bb-2) is amended— 

21 (1) in paragraph (3), by striking “and” at the 

22 end; 

23 (2) in paragraph (4), by striking the period and 

24 inserting “; and”; and 

25 (3) by adding at the end the following: 
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1 “(5) the term ‘including’ means including, but 

2 not limited to, consistent with the term’s standard 

3 meaning in Federal law.”. 
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